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simply'as an amiable old go-between. The character
is comic all through the play but the Nurse's tarnished
worldly wisdom is not always acceptable, and the a&or
muSt be careful to give this aspeft of the character its
due without overdressing it. Perhaps the greatest
difficulty encountered by the a&or of the Nurse is to
find the proper balance of his part with the others in
the play. Certainly it demands skilful playing, and
an ador of ripe humour and experience.
Having now exhausted the roles which Shakespeare
wrote for the mature a&ors of women's parts, some
attention muSt be given to those which he wrote for
beginners. In several of the plays there are parts for
children, and these would be played by the youngest
and smallest boys in the company. The children i$
Shakespeare's plays are somewhat precocious, judged^
by modern Standards, but there is ample proof that in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries children were
expeded to be acute and critical at a very early age.
The two children of Clarence are introduced into
Richard III [33], and produce an effed of pathos which
is valuable to the play. The daughter of Clarence is
the only little girl in Shakespeare's plays and her part
is an insignificant one. In the same play the fate of
the king's two sons is important in the action, and the
scene in which their uncle persuades them to go to
the Tower is one of the moSt moving in the play. The
mistrust which the young princes feel of thek uncle,
and thek inability to resist him, produce a profoundly
pathetic effed. The children's roles are not difficult,
however, and the sinister atmosphere is entkely the